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 Signed into law August 10, 2023 (FY24 Budget), 
retroactively effective July 1, 2023

 Established a new “High School Completer” pathway for 
state financial aid:
 a new, additional authorized eligibility status for all students–

including some non-US citizens, namely undocumented students, 
to establish “residency” for state higher ed benefits. 

 Expanded access to
 in-state tuition at MA public institutions and 
 all state financial aid programs at MA public or private 

institutions 
* M.G.L. c. 15A, section 9, as amended by Section 11 of Chapter 28 of the Acts of 2023 and subsequently amended by 
Section 22 of Chapter 140 of the Acts of 2024.

Information on this slide provided by DHE Legal, 2025 Summer Financial Aid Workshops

Tuition Equity Law Overview (DHE Legal)

Tuition Equity Law* Summary
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 To qualify as a “High School Completer,” a student-
applicant must have:
 attended high school in the Commonwealth for at least three (3) 

years*; and
 earned a diploma or the equivalent (a GED/ HiSet) in the 

Commonwealth; and
 met other documentation requirements (next slide) 

*The student is required to complete at least three years of high school (9th-12th grade) in Massachusetts. Any combination 
of three years of enrollment is acceptable. The school may be public or private but must be physically located within 
Massachusetts. A student must also have graduated from high school or have received the equivalent of a high school 
diploma (like a GED).

The student’s three years of high school attendance at a Massachusetts high school (public or private) do not need to be 
consecutive and may have occurred at any time. As such, a student-applicant who, for example, enrolled late (e.g., during 
sophomore year of high school) and graduates, or alternatively who is enrolled for three years but drops out early (e.g., 
during junior or senior years) but ultimately obtains a high school diploma equivalent, may be eligible under the High 
School Completer pathway.

Tuition Equity Law Overview (DHE Legal)

Who is a “High School Completer?”
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 To be eligible a student must provide either:
 a valid Social Security Number (SSN), or
 documentation reflecting the issuance of an individual taxpayer 

identification number (ITIN), or
 documentation of registration with selective service (if applicable) or
 if the individual is not a citizen or legal permanent resident of the 

United States, that person must provide a completed DHE Affidavit
stating that the individual will file an application to become a citizen 
or legal permanent resident within 120 days after the individual 
becomes eligible to do so.

 DHE has developed updated guidance: Tuition Equity Law –
Academic Year 2025-2026 Guidance (available on OSFA 
website)

Information on this slide provided by DHE Legal, 2025 Summer Financial Aid Workshops

Tuition Equity Law Implementation (DHE Legal)

Documentation Requirements

https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/documents/Tuition%20Equity%20Form%20and%20Affidavit%20Final.pdf
https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/documents/2025-09%20Memo%20-%202025%20Tuition%20Equity%20Law%20Update_4937.pdf
https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/documents/2025-09%20Memo%20-%202025%20Tuition%20Equity%20Law%20Update_4937.pdf
https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/documents/2025-09%20Memo%20-%202025%20Tuition%20Equity%20Law%20Update_4937.pdf
https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/documents/2025-09%20Memo%20-%202025%20Tuition%20Equity%20Law%20Update_4937.pdf
https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/documents/2025-09%20Memo%20-%202025%20Tuition%20Equity%20Law%20Update_4937.pdf
https://www.mass.edu/osfa/schools/forschools.asp
https://www.mass.edu/osfa/schools/forschools.asp
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 Objective for Administrators: affidavit facilitates intake of student 
aid applications and assessment of student-applicant eligibility

 Objective for Students & Families: affidavit fulfills statutory 
documentation requirement for High School Completer Status if 
student does not have SSN or taxpayer ID (ITIN)

 Affidavit allows student to attest to requirements for High School 
Completer status, including that:
 the student will apply for citizenship or legal permanent residence status 

within 120 days of eligibility for that status, as required by statute for 
students without a social security number or an ITIN number.

 Note that students no longer need to show proof of selective 
service filing if eligible, per the legislation.

Information on this slide provided by DHE Legal, 2025 Summer Financial Aid Workshops

Tuition Equity Law Implementation (DHE Legal)

Tuition Equity Law Form and Affidavit
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 For additional information, please visit the DHE’s Tuition 
Equity landing page: In-State Tuition Rates and MA State 
Financial Aid / Massachusetts Department of Higher 
Education
 Serves as a resource for students, families, and administrators 
 Includes Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) on Implementation of 

Tuition Equity Provision

 School Administrators can also visit OSFA’s Info & Tools 
for Schools website for additional information on MASFA
 September 2025 Memo
 2025 Tuition Equity Form and Affidavit

Tuition Equity Law Implementation

DHE Resources

https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/home.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/home.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/home.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/home.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/home.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/FAQ.asp
https://www.mass.edu/osfa/schools/forschools.asp
https://www.mass.edu/osfa/schools/forschools.asp
https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/documents/2025-09%20Memo%20-%202025%20Tuition%20Equity%20Law%20Update_4937.pdf
https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/documents/2025-09%20Memo%20-%202025%20Tuition%20Equity%20Law%20Update_4937.pdf
https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/documents/2025-09-10%20Tuition%20Equity%20Form%20and%20Affidavit_Fillable.pdf
https://www.mass.edu/tuitionequity/documents/2025-09-10%20Tuition%20Equity%20Form%20and%20Affidavit_Fillable.pdf


MASFA to MASSAid
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 Since its inception, the MASFA has been available via Regent Platform

 2023-2024 launched January 2024
 Applications received: 753
 Applications completed: 371
 Students Awarded: 56

 2024-2025 opened March 2024
 Applications received: 3525
 Applications completed: 2063
 Students Awarded: TBD (pending year-end data information)

 2025-2026 opened January 2025 
 Applications received: 3905*
 Applications completed: 2580*
 Students Awarded: TBD
 Application will open via Regent until June 30, 2026
 MASSGrant priority deadline – student must have filed MASFA by June 30, 2025 
 *Data as of November 17, 2025

2023 - Present

MASFA – Regent Platform
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 GOAL: create a more seamless experience for students 
and institutions

 MASFA applicants will benefit by having access to all MASSAid 
student portal features, including the ability to view all available aid 
programs, for which they may be eligible.

 This transition will centralize and streamline access for financial 
aid administrators and allow institutions to draw data from 
MASSAid for both MASFA and FAFSA applicants without having to 
access additional external portals.

 2026-2027 application will be released November 24, 2025
 MASSGrant priority deadline – must file MASFA by May 1, 2026
 Current 25-26 MASFA applicants will receive a notification 

regarding the release of the 26-27 MASFA

2026-2027

MASFA – MASSAid Platform
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 Students will access the 2026-2027 MASFA application via a specific link located on 
the OSFA/DHE website.
 Student will need to complete the FAFSA/MASFA Eligibility Questionnaire to determine if they 

are eligible to file the MASFA and receive the link to create an account/view the application
 IMPORTANT: students should not create an account on the general MASSAid portal to try to 

access the application (it is not accessible that way)

 Application will be available in English and Spanish
 Must select Spanish option prior to starting the application in order to view it in Spanish

 Parents will not need to create an account or sign the application. 
 Student will be responsible for providing all parent information on the application

 Students who need to finish incomplete MASFA application will be able to login to the 
student portal to finish application 

 Students will not be able to make changes or updates to their application once it has 
been signed and submitted
 All subsequent corrections/updates to a student’s application are restricted to OSFA agency 

users, once the Student Aid Index (SAI) is determined

2026-2027

MASFA – MASSAid Platform



2026-2027 MASFA Demo
Student Application
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The following MASFA application 
screenshots are for demonstration 

purposes only.  
Information is from our BETA environment.
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 DHE/OSFA website(s) will provide students with information regarding completing the 
appropriate financial aid application (FAFSA v. MASFA). 
 In-State Tuition Rates and MA State Financial Aid / Massachusetts Department of Higher 

Education
 Office of Student Financial Assistance / Massachusetts Department of Higher Education

 We have developed a ‘wizard’ to help students identify the appropriate application 
option: FAFSA/MASFA Eligibility Questionnaire.

2026-2027

MASFA Application

https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/home.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/home.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/home.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/home.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/home.asp
https://www.mass.edu/osfa/students/masfa.asp
https://www.mass.edu/osfa/students/masfa.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/quest.asp
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 Once student completes the FAFSA/MASFA Eligibility Questionnaire, if they 
are eligible to complete the MASFA, they will be able to access the 
portal/application via a specific link on the website:

NOTE: If the student goes directly to the MASSAid portal and creates an account, they will not see the 
2026-2027 MASFA.

FAFSA/MASFA Eligibility Questionnaire

https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/quest.asp
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 Once student clicks on the “File 2026-2027 MASFA”, they will be redirected 
to the account creation page
 PLEASE NOTE: while this site looks very similar to the MASSAid Student portal page – the URL 

is specific for the MASFA app.

 As a first-time user, students should select “click here to create an account”

2026-2027 MASFA

Account Creation
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2026-2027 MASFA

Account Creation

Username: Letters and Numbers ONLY – 
NO SPECIAL CHARACTERS

Enter First and Last Name as it appears on government 
issued document(s)
(i.e., birth certificate, Social Security card, ITIN document, etc.)

If student does not have SSN, check the box that states “I 
do not have a SSN”.  The SSN field will grey out. 

PASSWORD: Letters and Numbers ONLY – 
NO SPECIAL CHARACTERS
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2026-2027 MASFA

Account Creation
To finalize account creation, students will make a “Personal Image Selection” 
(security feature) and acknowledge the “Terms and Conditions”.
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Application Homepage
Student will click “Next” after reading 
the statement to begin application



22

Student Demographic 
Information

 First and Last Name, DOB, 
Email Address are pre-
populated from account 
creation page.

 Application will not collect 
home/mailing address.  
Student must enter “Mailing 
Address State” and indicate 
“State of Residence”

 If student does not indicate 
“Massachusetts” as their state 
of residence, they will receive a 
‘ineligible’ notification from 
OSFA regarding residency and 
will be required to upload 
documentation to MASSAid so 
we can verify student meets 
MA residency requirement for 
MASSGrant.
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School Selection

Student will provide information on 
• High School Completion Status,  
• College or Career Plans, and
• College Selection
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High School Completion 
Status

 High School Diploma
 Name of HS
 Graduation Year
 HS State
 HS City

 GED/State Certificate
 State Earned
 HS Equivalent Received 

(GED, HiSet)

 Home Schooled
 City/State Homeschool 

completed
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School Selection
• Student will be able to list up to 10 school choice on their application.  
• The “1st Choice” is the school that will appear on the student’s MASSAid record.
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Dependency Verification
Students will be required to answer 
the following questions to determine 
their dependency status – 
Dependent or Independent

Unusual Circumstances
Dependent students who answer “Yes” to 
this question regarding ‘unusual 
circumstances’ will be required to complete 
a form and provide documentation to OSFA 
that demonstrates they have extenuating 
circumstances that prevents them from 
providing parent information (personal 
statement, income verification, letters of 
support)
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Student Tax Information

Student will be asked to answer 
questions regarding any federal 
benefits they may have received 
and 2024 Tax Information
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Student Tax Information
In this scenario, student is considered a “dependent”.

At the end of this section, students must indicate if 
parental information will be provided.  Student who 
indicates they are unable to provide parental 
information will be required to complete a form and 
provide documentation to OSFA that demonstrates 
they have extenuating circumstances that prevents 
them from providing parent information.
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Parent Tax Information
Dependent Students Only 
(section skipped if applicant’s 
dependency status is 
‘Independent’)

• Parent and Household 
Information
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Parent Tax 
Information
Dependent Students Only 
(section skipped if applicant’s 
dependency status is 
‘Independent’)

• Federal Benefits 
Information

• 2024 Tax Information
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Parent Tax 
Information
Dependent Students Only 
(section skipped if applicant’s 
dependency status is 
‘Independent’)

• 2024 Tax Information
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Sign and Submit Page
Student certifies information submitted on application is correct
If ‘dependent’ student , also certifying parent information on application is true and correct to 
the best of their knowledge. Once submitted, student cannot go back and make corrections.
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Post-submittal Screen
Student will also receive a 
confirmation email with this same 
messaging once application is 
submitted.
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Student MASSAid Portal

Grant/Scholarship Online Applications
- “Other” tab will reflect MASFA 

application status
- If one is started, but not finished, labeled 

"Incomplete"
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 Students will receive notifications regarding their application (i.e, application 
received, ineligible reasons, if any, etc.) [same process as FAFSA filers]

 Students will have the ability to upload documentation for OSFA to review and 
update application information, if necessary

2026-2027 MASFA

Student  User – MASSAid Portal
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 Print-out of MASFA Application

2026-2027 MASFA

Student User – MASSAid Portal



2026-2027 MASFA
MASSAid Portal – Agency User
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 There will be a "MASFA Filer" flag visible on the student’s 
MASSAid record [OSFA and School administrator view]

 MASFA student that indicated they do not have an SSN, 
will be identified with an “M” number

2026-2027

MASFA in MASSAid – Additional Features
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 Schools will be able to view ineligible reasons on student’s records

2026-2027 MASFA

MASSGrant – Ineligible Reasons
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2026-2027

MASSAid Portal – School User

Current application Date = 
MASFA Application Date

MASFA application will always be Transaction # 99*

*It is important that student only complete the ONE financial aid application they are eligible to complete.
If a FAFSA-eligible student files a MASFA prior to filing the FAFSA, their FAFSA record will NOT automatically load into 

MASSAid.  OSFA will be required to manually reset the student’s record in order to load the FAFSA.
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 MASFA filers will appear on certification rosters
 Payments will be reconciled in MASSAid
 Schools can input data for other financial aid 

program(s) MASFA students are eligible for (i.e., 
DCF Fee Assistance, Foster Child Grant, ECE, etc.)

 Schools will continue to collect Tuition Equity and 
Affidavit form

2026-2027

MASSAid Portal – School User
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 DHE Contact Information
 Email: tuitionequity@dhe.mass.edu
 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) / 

Massachusetts Department of Higher Education

 OSFA Contact Information
 masfa@dhe.mass.edu
 617-391-6095 (Stephannie Barboza)

Questions??

mailto:tuitionequity@dhe.mass.edu
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/FAQ.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/FAQ.asp
https://www.mass.edu/forstufam/instatetuition/FAQ.asp
mailto:masfa@dhe.mass.edu
mailto:masfa@dhe.mass.edu
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